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West, the Christian West, as, for instance, science, invention and
industry.

But apart from this, what is the significance of the contrasts that
Mr. Parmelee has drawn between the East and the West? If his
characterization of the East applies mostly to India and not to other
parts of the East, and if even in India it does not apply to all or most
of the people, if it does not apply to the masses who form the bulk
of the population, but only to the thinkers and leaders who, in any
country, form a small minority, and if, even so, it applies to a certain
extent both to the East and the West, what is its significance ? It can
only mean that if the characteristics of the thinkers and leaders all
over the East and the West are examined, it will be found that all
of them occur both in the East and the West, but that their relative
proportions will vary. In the East will be found more of the Eastern
characteristics and less of the Western, while in the West more of
the Western and less of the Eastern.

There is all the difference in the world between saying that
something occurs among a people and something is characteristic
of them. Gangsterism, sky-scrapers, vegetarianism, lynching, study
of archaeology, mysticism, and nudism, for instance, occur in the
United States of America, but they are not characteristic of Ameri-
cans, as are, for instance, American citizenship, political franchise,
use of the toothbrush, and perhaps to a lesser extent the reading of
newspapers, the use of the automobile, Christianity, and the use of
the English language. The extent of the spread of a culture trait
is relevant to the question at issue.

A statistical measurement of the characteristics attributed to the
East and the West by Mr. Parmelee is, it must be granted, difficult
in all cases. Census statistics can reveal the number of professed or
formal Christians, Hindus, Moslems and Buddhists, but they do not
tell how many of these really believe and follow the tenets of their
religions, how many emphasized action, work and accomplishment
and how many meditation and contemplation, how many are scien-
tific and how many superstitious, how many are fatalistic and how
many self-confident and hopeful.

Not all the peoples in the West, nor even a majority of them, are